HAZRAT-I-A'LA HOLDS A COUNCIL OF WAR
cannon shot. In a short time he erected high and long batteries
and began to cannonade. For one full month each party was
engaged by day in destroying the places of refuge belonging to
the other, and in repairing them by night. Sometimes one
party was successful and at other times, the other; the enemy
was often driven to the tower. Hazrat-i-Ala was vexed at this
state of affairs. So he assembled Colonel Coote, and other
sardars, Indians as well as frangs, and nobles, and addressed
them as follows:—
"When the results are slow in coming, the object of
friendly complaints is with a view to seek aid, and it seems
necessary to reveal to a friend what occurs in one's mind. That
is, I do not make any complaint because of the prolongation of
the war and the consequent large expenses. But I fear that in
the event of delay, reinforcements may reach the enemy, and
our labours with the loss of many souls and money during the
past many months in the attempt to curtail the strength of the
wicked enemy will go in vain. It strikes my mind that the
reverse of our aims should not turn up, and cause fresh trouble.
Even a single tower is not subdued till this day; and how to
subdue other towers and forts ? It is my earnest desire that we
should exert ourselves speedily with bravery that it may become
proverbial among men of the times."
All those who listened to this speech were impressed,
became diligent, and submitted: "Let bygones be bygones; if,
to-morrow, the order is given, and the three armies are drawn
in battle array, your exalted eyes will behold the bravery of
your devoted servants; for the standards of the sarkar will be
flown from the tower and the enemy ruined and made to flee".
The Nawwab applauded this great courage. Next day he
arranged the three armies, sent them towards three sides of the
mayddn, and gave orders to cannonade the enemy. The French
and it resulted in the retreat of M. Lally with his whole army under th$
walls of Ariyankuppam.
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